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Mrs. Annie Smith

Mrs. Annie Smith is a 90-year-old Elder of the Kwanlin Dun First
Nation (Whitehorse, Yukon). She has been sewing and selling her
sewing since she was a girl. She sold purses and dolls to tourists
coming off the train in Carcross in the 1920s, before the highway

came through.
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When tourists began coming
up the Alaska Highway in their
motorhomes, collectors from
France sought her out to buy
her work. Mrs. Smith’s work
is commissioned by the Yukon
Premier and by her First Nation.
She has also taught many
people how to sew over the
years. She believes that “There
is no such thing as can’t do!”

For more background, see Nicole
Bauberger’s “Needle, Bead, and Voice:
Learning about Yukon First Nations
Traditional Sewing from Mrs. Annie Smith
and Ms. Dianne Smith” in this issue:
http://journals.sfu.ca/nr/index.php/nr/
article/view/566. Email nbauberger@
yahoo.com
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